








6 The Free-Howper. 


written ; and fhall hope for no other Prepoffeffion 
in favour of them, than what one would think 
fhould be natural to every Man, a Defire to be 
happy, and a good Will towards thofe, who 
are the Inftruments of making them fo. 


2 Se SSOS To 6 So SoS SG SO STO 
N°.2. Monday, December 26. 





Nox de Domino, fed de Parente loguimur. Intel- 
ligamus ergo bona noftra, decedent nos tlhus ufu 
probemus 3 atque identidem cogitemus , ft majus 
principibus praftemus obfequium, qui fervitute 
civium, quam gui libertate letantur. Plin. 


Havin in my firft Paper fet forth the Happi- 
nefs of my Station as a Free-Flolder of Great 
Britain, and the Nature of that Property which 
is fecured to me by the Laws of my Countrey ; 
1 cannot forbear confidering in the next place, 
That Perfon who is entrufted with the Guardian- 
fhip and Execution of thofe Laws. I have lived 
in one Reign, when the Prince, inftead of invi- 
gorating the Laws of our Countrey, or giving 
them their proper Courfe, affum’d a Power of 
difpenfing with them: And in another, when 
the Sovereign was flattered by a Set of Men in- 
to a Perfuafion, that the Regal Authority was 
unlimited and uncircumfcribed. In either of 
thefe Cafes, good Laws are at ‘beft but a dead 
Letter ;, and by thewing the People how happy 
they ought to be, only ferve to. aggravate the 

Senfe of their Opprefiions. ; | 
We have the Pleafure at this Time to fee a 
King upon the Throne, who: hath oe 
ood- 


- - | i nena oa 
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Goodnefs to: with for any Power, that does not 
enable Him to promote the Weltare of His Sub- 
jets ; and too much Wifdom to look upon 
thofe as His Friends, who would make their 
Court to Him bythe Profeffion of an Obedience, 
which they never practifed, and which has-al- 
ways proved fatal to thofe Princes, who have 
put itto the Trial. His Majefty gave a Proof 
of His Sovereign Virtues before He came to the 
Exercife of them in this Kingdom. His In- 
clination to Juftice led Him to rule His Ger- 
man Subjects in the fame Manner, that our Con- 
ftitution dire&ts Him to govern the Exgijb. He 
regarded thofe which are our Civil Liberties, as 
the natural Rights of Mankind ; and therefore 
indulged them to a People, who pleaded no o- 
ther Claim to them than from His known Good- 
nefs and Humanity. This Experience of agood 
Prince, before we had the Happinefs to enjoy 
Him, mutt give great Satisfaction to every think- 
ing Man, who confiders how apt Sovereignty: 
is to deprave human Nature; and how many of 
our own Princes made very ill Figures upon the 
Throne, who, before they afcended it, were 
the Favourites of the People. 

What gives us the greateft Security in the 
Conduét of fo excellent a Prince is That Con- 
fiftency of Behaviour, whereby He inflexibly 
purfues thofe Meafures which appear the mott 
juft and equitable. As He hath the Charaéter 
of being the moft prudent in laying proper 
Schemes ; Heis no lefs remarkable for being ftea- 
dy in accomplifhing what He has once concerted. 
Indeed, if we look into the Hittory of His pre-. 
fent Majefty, and refle& upon that wonderful 
Series of Succeffes which have attended Him, [ 
think they cannot be afcribed to any thing fo 
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much as to this Uniformity and Firmnefs of 
Mind, which has always difcovered it felf in 
His Proceedings. It was by This that He fur- 
mounted thofe many Difficulties which lay in 
the Way to His Succeffion; and by which, we 
have reafon to hope, He will daily make all 
Oppofition fall before Him. The fickle and 
un{tcady Politicks of our late Britifo Monarchs, 
have been the perpetual Source of thofe Diffen- 
tions and Animofities which have made the 
Nation unhappy: Whereas the conftant and un- 
fhaken Temper of His prefent Majefty, mutt 
have a natural Tendency to the Peace of His 
Government, and the Unanimity of His People. 
— Whilft Lam enumerating the publick Virtues 
of our Sovereign, which are fo conducive to 
the Advantage of thofe who are to obey Him, 
f cannot bet take Notice, that His Majefty was. 
bred up from His Infancy with a Love to this 
our Nation, under a Princefs , who was the 
moft accomplifhed Woman of her Age, and 
particularly famous for her Affeétion to the 
Exglijh. QurCountreymen were dear to Him, 
before there was any Profpeét of their being His 
Subjeéts; and every one knows, that nothing 
recommended a Man fo much to the diftinguifh- 
ing Civilities of His Court, as the being born in 
Great Britain. 

To the Fame of His Majefty’s Civil Virtues, 
we may add the Reputation He has acquired by 
His Martial Atchievernents. It is obferved by 
Sir Wtil:am Teraple, that the Engli/h are particu- 
ly fond of a King who is Valiant: Upon which 
Account His Majefty has a Title to all the E- 
fteem that can be paid the moft Warlike Prince ; 
tho’ at the fame time, for the Good of His 
Subjects, He ftudies to. decline all Occafions of 

Military. 
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Military Glory; and chufes rather to be diftin- 

uifhed as the Father, than as the Captain of His. 
eople. I am glad his rebellious Subjeé&s are. 
too inconfiderable to put him upon exerting that’ 
Courage and Conduét, which raifed him fo great 
a Reputation in Hungary andthe Morea, when: 
he fought againft the Enemies of Chriftianity 5 

and in Germany and Flanders, where he com- 

manded againft the great Difturber of the Peace 

of Exrope. One would think-there was Reafon: 
for. the Opinion of thofe, who make Perfonal 

Courage to be an Hereditary: Virtue,. when: we. 
fee fo many: Inftances of it in the Line of Brunf= 
wick.. To go no farther back than the Time 
of our: prefent King, where can we find, a= 
mong the Soveraign Houfes of Europe, anyother 
Family, that has furnifhed fo many Perfons of. 
diftinguithed Fortitude ?- Three of His Maje-- 
fty’s Brothers have fallen glorioufly in the Field, 
fighting againft:the Enemies of their Native 
Countrey: And the Bravery: of his Royal High= 
nefs the Prince of Wales, is {till frefh in our. 
Memory, who. fought, with the Spirit of his 
Father, at the Battel of Audenarde, when the- 
Children of. France, and the Pretender, fled be-- 
fore him.. 

I might: here: take Notice of His Majefty’s. 
more private Virtues,. but have rather chofen to 
remind my. Countrymen: of the publick farts. 
of His CharaSter, which are fupported by fuch. 
inconte(table F'aéts. as. are. univeriaily. known: 
and acknowledged. . 

Having thus rar-confider’d our: Happinefs in: 
His Mayetty’s Civil and Military Character, I. 
cannot torbear pleafing my felf with regarding. 
him in the View of One,. who has been always. 
Fortunate. Cicero recommends Pompey under: 
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this particular Head to the Romans, with whom 
the Character of being Fortunate was fo popu- 
lar, that feveral of their Emperors gave it a 
Place among their Titles. Good Fortune is. 
often the Reward of Virtue , and as-.often the 
Effe& of Prudence. And whether it proceeds 
from. either of thefe, or from both together, or 
whatever may be the Caufe of it, every one is. 
naturally pleafed to fee his Interefts conducted 
by a Perfon who is Ufed togood Succefs. The 
Eftablithment: of the Ele€toral Dignity in His 
Majefty’s Family, was a Work referved for him 
finally to accomplifh. A large Acceffion of 
Dominion. fell te Him, by His fucceeding to 
the Dukedom-of Zed, whereby He became one 
of the.Greateft Princes of Germany ; and one of 
the molt: powerful Perfons, that ever ftood next 
Heirs.to the Throne of Great. Britain. The 
Dutchy.of Bremen, and the Bithoprick of Ofza- 
burg, have contiderably ttrengthned his Interefts 
in the Empire, and given a yreat additional 
Weight to the Proteftant Caufe. But the moft re: 
markable Interpofitions of Providence,in favour 
of him, have appeared in removing thofe feem- 
ingly invincible Obftacles to his Succeffion ; in 
taking away, at fo critical a juncture, the Perfon 
who might.have proved a. dangerous Enemy ; 
in confounding the fecret and open Attempts of 
his traiterous Subjeéts; and in giving him the 
delightful profpe& of tranfmitting his Power 
through a numerous and flill-increafing Pro- 

eny. | 
na pon the whole, itis not to be doubted: but 
every wife and honeft Subjc& will concur with 
Providence in promoting the Glory. and Hap- 
pinefs of His prefent Majelty, who is endowed 
with all thofe Royal Virtues, that will natu- 
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